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THE REFUGE
[I HE man stopped. "Wait JL a moment," he said.
They had come along the rue de Rambuteau and had reached the corner of the rue Beaubourg. The man looked in all directions, but especially behind them.
At that time the wide and almost straight part of the rue Beaubourg began only at the rue Rambuteau, whence it ran to the rue Reaumur, The first twenty houses in the rue Beaubourg, in the opposite direction, constituted a tortuous alley which insinuated itself into the oldest maze in the Saint-Merri district and joined the rue Brisemiche there. Few parts of Paris had such a furtive, stealthy air about them.
When the man had made sure that nobody was following them, it was in this direction that he turned. He followed the rue Brisemiche and then turned immediately into the rue Taillepain, which at that period was still in existence.
The street, barely three yards wide, formed a right angle. A hanging lamp shed a half-light on the fronts of the very old houses; but their doorways were left quite in the dark.
The man swung so abruptly into a passage that his companion did not realise the fact for a moment and had to go back on his tracks.
The passage, which was only wide enough for one person, was dark; but a little light trickled into it through an oval opening set in a recess to the left.
They crossed a little courtyard and found in front of them another passage, very short, in which there were only two doors - one at the end, and one to the left.
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